Life stories of Montrealers who have survived war, genocide, and other human rights violations
                                                                                          Pedagogical tool-kit for teachers – Secondary, 2nd cycle
	LES What a story! Life stories and digital storytelling

Description: In this LES, students analyse and immerse themselves in a life story, discovering its narrative structure. Inspired by other digital stories from the project, they then create a digital story version of the life story.

Connection with the QEP: English Language Arts

Level : Secondary, 2nd cycle

LES Dialogue time: Interviewing and building a collective time-line 

Description:  Students learn about  life story interviewing by listening to the digital story of a survivor of war, genocide, or other human rights violations. Each conducts an interview with someone of their choice, and then as a group they draw upon these to create a collective time-line 
Connection with the QEP: Ethics and Religious Cultures

Level : Secondary, 2nd cycle
	LES Mapping the elsewhere here

Description: Students listen to a selection of digital stories from Montrealers with some kind of immigrant or refugee experience. In groups, they draw upon these to create a storied map of Montreal that ties this city to other places.

 Connection with the QEP: History and Citizenship Education

Level : Secondary 4

LES The Rwandan genocide through a graphic novel and interview

Description: The students explore the life story of a genocide victim through a graphic novel and an interview with its author. After further research on the Rwandan genocide, they create an additional panel for the graphic novel, taking a stand on the issue of military intervention and humanitarian assistance.
Connection with the QEP: Contemporary World

Level : Secondary 4


	LES Through the tracks: The audio guide as vehicle for memory

Description:  Through listening activities, students learn to listen carefully to an audio guide commemorating the Rwandan genocide that takes them through the streets of Montreal. Reflecting on the experience of being a listener and witness, they then create audio guides mapping their own lived experiences in Montreal. 

Connection with the QEP : English Language Arts

Level : Secondary, 2nd cycle
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	The 5 LES’ presented in this pedagogic tool-kit by the Life Stories of Montrealers project are designed to sensitize students, through oral history, to human rights violations: to the experience of them, to their long term effects, and to the social conditions conducive to their perpetration.

In the 20th century, war, genocide, and other human rights violations continued to plague the globe. 

The Shoah, April 1994 in Rwanda, the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, Armenia, or Duvalier’s dictatorship in Haiti: these places and events can seem very distant. However, they are here and now. Their survivors are our colleagues, neighbors, and friends. Their histories are our history. 
	Five LES’

The LES’ are:

- based on life stories 

- developed for Secondary, 2nd cycle

- self-contained 

- for use in classes in the following subject  areas : Social Sciences, Languages,  Personal Development

The LES’s have been developed by the Life Stories of Montrealers project in light of the  Quebec Education Program (QEP). 

They engage students in the discovery of new material: the life stories of Montrealers who have been displaced by war, genocide, and other human rights violations. 


	The Life Stories of Montrealers project disseminates the life stories via the web in the form of digital stories. These have been created in close collaboration with the interviewees. 
The life stories used in the LES’ are digital stories easily accessed online, in French and English, at www.lifestoriesmontreal.ca





